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Structure of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change



Principles Governing IPCC Work  (1998, 2003, 2006, 2011)

[...]

[...]



 WG I assesses the physical science basis of the climate system and natural 

and anthropogenic climate change. (Release 27. September 2013)

 WG II assesses the vulnerability of socio-economic and natural systems to 

climate change, negative and positive impacts of climate change, and 

options for adapting to it. (Release 31. March 2014)

 WG III assesses options for mitigating climate change through limiting or 

preventing greenhouse gas emissions and enhancing activities that remove 

them from the atmosphere. (Release 12. April 2014)

The 3 IPCC Working Groups  (WGs)



IPCC WGI Reports to Date (1990−2012) 



What Are the Elements of the WGI Assessment Report?

Report
14 Chapters, Annexes, Supplementary Material
Regional Projections in Digital Form

Summary for Policymakers

Technical Summary

Synthesis Report
all WGs contribute (target 30 pages excl. Figs.)



Report
14 Chapters, Annexes, Supplementary Material
Regional Projections in Digital Form

Summary for Policymakers

Technical Summary

Synthesis Report
all WGs contribute (target 30 pages total)

(IPCC 2007, Technical Summary)
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Summary for Policymakers

Technical Summary

Synthesis Report
all WGs contribute (target 30 pages total)

Report
14 Chapters, Annexes, Supplementary Material
Regional Projections in Digital Form

(IPCC 2007, Summary for Policymakers)

What Are the Elements of the WGI Assessment Report?



Science Community Governments

Scoping of Outline of the Fifth Assessment Report

Approval of Outline
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Final Draft Government Review

Approval of SPM and Acceptance of Report
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IPCC Process (WGI):



Facts About the WGI Contribution to IPCC AR5

 209 Lead Authors and 50 Review Editors from 39 countries

 Over 600 Contributing Authors

 More than 2 million gigabytes of numerical data from climate models 

 Over 9200 scientific publications cited 

 1089 expert reviewers from  55 countries and 38 governments

 54,677 review comments

 Will be approved by up to 195 countries in September 2013



Characteristics of IPCC reports

 Authors nominated by governments, observer organisations

 Selection of chapter teams based on expertise

 Attention to regional and gender balance

 Drafts are developed with multiple rounds of review

 Line-by-line approval of Summary for Policymakers by governments

 Presence of authors at approval ensures scientific accuracy



Dates and WGI Milestones to Note

 23-26.9.2013 WGI SPM approval in Stockholm

 27 Sept. 2013 IPCC Media Conference, Stockholm
Release of Summary for Policymakers

 30 Sept. 2013 WGI Stakeholder Event, Bern;

 30 Sept. 2013 Release of Final Draft (version 7.6.2013)

 ca. Jan. 2014 Publication of Report (pdf Versions)

 ca. Mar 2014 Publication of printed Report by CUP
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