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Main messages and lessons learned 



CLIMATE CHANGE 2014:  

IMPACTS, ADAPTATION, AND VULNERABILITY 

2 Parts  
30 Chapters 
308 Authors (70 countries) 
50492 Review Comments 



A CHANGING WORLD 

WIDESPREAD 
OBSERVED IMPACTS  





Many terrestrial, freshwater, and marine species have shifted their 
geographic ranges, seasonal activities, migration patterns, abundances, 

 and species interactions in response to ongoing climate change. 



Based on many studies covering a wide range of regions and crops, 
negative impacts of climate change on crop yields have been  

more common than positive impacts. 



AROUND THE WORLD 

VULNERABILITY  
AND EXPOSURE 

Impacts from climate related extremes, such as heat waves, droughts 
floods, cyclones, and wildfires, reveal significant vulnerability 

and exposure of some ecosystems and many human systems to 
current climate variability 



AROUND THE WORLD 

VULNERABILITY  
AND EXPOSURE 

Climate related hazards exacerbate other stressors, 
often with negative outcomes for livelyhoods, 

especially for people living in poverty. 



ALREADY OCCURRING 

ADAPTATION IS 

Adaptation experience is accumulating across regions 
in the public and private sectors and within communities. 

Governments at various levels are starting to develop 
adaptation plans and policies to integrate climate 

change considerations into broader development plans. 
However, implementation of responses is still limited 



THE LIKELIHOOD OF  

INCREASING MAGNITUDES 
OF WARMING INCREASE  

SEVERE AND  
PERVASIVE IMPACTS 





Greater warming enhances the risk of widespread 
yield reduction for major crops (wheat, rice, maize) 

Projections include different emission scenarios, tropical and  
temperate regions, adaptation and no-adaptation cases combined 
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Effective adaptation options can reduce  
the risks associated with climate change 



• WGII covered a hugely (excessively?) wide and 
diverse range of topics 
– The quality of chapters was not always homogenous 

– It was very difficult to have a full view of the whole of the 
WGII activities 
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• The IPCC reports appear to still be predominantly 
documents written by scientists for scientists 
– If the aim is to be society-relevant, the end-user 

perspective needs to be better integrated 

Some considerations from the 
perspective of a WGI “refugee” 
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